2016 – 2017 

African American History

1890-Present

The African American Studies course is designed to develop an understanding of the causes, character, and consequences of the African American experience and its influence on the United States, and the African American community. Beginning with a historical, geographical, social, political, economic, and cultural understanding of the African continent, the course will provide a descriptive overview which will introduce the student to the study of the African American experiences. 

Upon completion of the course, the students will: 

• Gain an appreciation of the richness, diversity, and contributions of African American culture to national and international life and the world. 

• Reaffirm the fact that the United States is not the result of the work and energy of one people, but is the result of the contributions of African Americans and many other groups. 

• Develop a knowledge of important people, events, and ideas that have played a key role in shaping the history and culture of African Americans, and the history and culture of the United States. There are connecting threads present throughout the course. These threads are reflective of major aspects of, and influences on African American life. Some of the major themes to be developed throughout the course will include the: 

• History and nature of the African American family.

• Impact of racism – individual and institutional.

• The long term negative cultural impact on African Americans and the United States.

• Bi-cultural nature of the African American experience

• Diversity of thought, response, and expression that African Americans have demonstrated in reaction to their experiences.

• Development of African American nationalism as a result of the segregated nature of American society.

• Participation of African Americans in each of the nation’s wars and conflicts.

• Importance of the African American church and other religious components as forces for social change and continuity.

• Significant and continuous role of women in the African American experience and in the struggle for liberation.

Class Projects

Book Reviews

I. Student will complete 2 book reviews over the fall semester.
a. Book review will be 2-3 pages in length.

b. Standard MLA format

II. Only Non-fiction / Biographies will be authorized 

III. Hints

a. Make sure you talk about the individuals’ effect on American society/culture.

b. Write about how this person interests or has affected you personally.

c. Explain how well or poorly the book was written, and whether you would recommend to other readers.

IV. Due Dates

#1 – 30 Oct 2016


#2 – 09 Dec 2016
I. CLASSROOM POLICIES/ PROCEEDURES
A. Participation is required and will be calculated into your daily grade.

B. When you are absent, you have five days beginning on the day you return to class to make up any missed assignments without penalty. 
C. Students will be responsible for all reading assignments both inside and outside of the class.
D. There are no assigned seats.  Classes that exhibit a high degree of discipline and maturity will be allowed to continue to sit wherever they please, failure will force me to produce a seating chart.
E. I dismiss the class, not the bell.
F. Cheating will not be tolerated.  Cheating is BAD, DISHONEST, UNETHICAL, and a good way to get in trouble and lose the trust of your teachers, parents, and administration.  Cheaters will earn zeros; parents and administration will be notified of this most heinous of scholarly infractions. 
II. CLASSROOM RULES

A. BE PREPARED!  

· Bring all required materials to class each day.

1. Pen / Pencil

2. Binder / folder with paper
· All homework is assigned on Mondays and due the following Friday. Any work turned in late will be marked down 1 grade each day late.
· Any homework turned in late 1 week will earn a maximum of 85%

B. BE ON TIME!

· Be in your seat when the bell rings.

C. BE RESPECTFUL!
· Raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking.

· Treat others as you would like to be treated.

· Do not talk while the teacher or another student is talking.

· No put-downs or profanity will be tolerated.

· Remove all hats and hoods while in the classroom.

· Do not work on assignments for other classes.
· Respect the privacy of the teacher and other students.

D. NO FOOD OR DRINK, with the EXCEPTION of BOTTLED drinks, is allowed in the room (i.e. water, soda, juice)
E. KEEP THE CLASSROOM CLEAN!

· No graffiti on any surface in the classroom that does not belong to you.

· Keep trash where it belongs – in the trash can!
F. PERSONAL HYGEINE IS TO BE TAKEN CARE OF OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM!

· No brushing your hair, applying make-up, putting on lotion, etc. Take care of these things between classes, in the locker room, bathroom, or at home.
G. ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN CLASS MUST BE AUTHERIZED FOR THAT DAYS LESSON!

III. GRADES

A. Your grade will be based on a total point system.  Assignments will be worth a given point amount which will constitute the total points possible in a given grading period.  To figure a grade all that is needed to be done is to divide the total earned points by the total possible points.
Mr. Cing’s contact information

E-mail:   cingr@rcschools.net (best way to contact) 

